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Hotspots: You might deploy here next
(Marine Corps Times)…James K. Sanborn
As the Marine Corps resets itself after more than 10 years of large-scale combat, Marines will likely find
themselves deploying more to exotic locations. Officials recently published a list of about 100 language
skills needed to support current and future operations around the globe. Many are eligible for foreign
language proficiency pay, which ranges between $100 and $500 per month per language, showing
leadership’s commitment to maintaining a cadre of select Marines who can speak every major and many
obscure languages should there be a call to action.
DLIFLC hosts international BILC seminar
(Vimeo)…DLIFLC
More than 60 participants from approximately 20 allied nations, that represent their country’s equivalent to
the Defense Language Institute Foreign Language Center, attended a four-day seminar to share best
practices in the furthering of foreign language training goals through research.
Linguist serves with Marines, educates Nawa children
(dvids)…Cpl. Alfred V. Lopez
She fights the war on terror in Afghanistan as passionately as the Marines in her Female Engagement
Team. She makes sacrifices for America, just like any uniformed service member. She is Marzia
Dawlatzai, a linguist with Female Engagement Team 13, currently attached to Weapons Company, 1st
Battalion, 9th Marine Regiment, and she is currently serving both Afghanistan, her native land, and
America, her adopted nation.
Language problem
(Inside Higher Ed)…Kaustuv Basu
In the weeks and month after 9/11, the talk in the United States was about the need to be better prepared
to understand the culture and languages of the Middle East. There was a surge of college students
enrolling in Arabic and Persian. More than a decade later, that initial surge is showing signs of slowing
down even while the world focuses on the Arab world again as homegrown pro-democracy movements
shake up governments in the region.
Army National Guard Changes Leadership
(Military.com News)…Sgt. Darron Salzer
On the day he formally assumed the duties of the director of the Army National Guard, Maj. Gen. William
E. Ingram, Jr. was also promoted to lieutenant general. A native of Sturgis, S.D., Carpenter began his 44year military career in 1967, when he enlisted with the South Dakota Army National Guard. A little known
fact about Carpenter is that shortly thereafter he joined the U.S. Navy, where he attended the Defense
Language Institute to study Vietnamese for 48-weeks.
Why teaching Chinese is a priority in Delaware
(DFM News)…Larry Nagengast
Adding Chinese language instruction at a handful of Delaware public schools isn’t merely an effort to beef
up the curriculum. It’s also part of the state’s economic development strategy. “Language learning plays a
role in being economically competitive and can have an impact on Delaware’s economic competitiveness
in the world,” said Gregory Fulkerson, education associate for world languages at the state Department of
Education.
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MLG Marines learn Afghan culture to prepare for deployment
(dvids)…Cpl. Michele Watson
To prepare for their upcoming deployment to Afghanistan next year, Marines and sailors learned about
the Afghan culture to improve their ability to maintain and increase relations with locals. In the war on
terror, defeating the Taliban requires not only an extensive understanding of how the terrorist group
operates, but also support from Afghan civilians. During the class, Marines and sailors learned about the
political, social, religious and environmental aspects of the different groups in Afghanistan. A native
Afghan and member of the Center for Advanced Operational Cultural Learning gave multiple periods of
instruction.
DoD pilot program promotes language training
(Federal News Radio)
Students at the Defense Language Institute were having some trouble connecting to the network because
of the dot-mil domain. Firewalls were blocking them. Jon Russell, chief technology officer at the Defense
Language Institute at the Foreign Language Center in Monterey, California, told Federal News Radio that
they had to find a way to change their domain name and increase their bandwidth.
The study-abroad route less traveled: A year in Russia
(UCLA Newsroom)…Joan Springhetti
Alyssa Haerle felt her first twinges of love for Russia in the Model United Nations program at her
community college. It wasn't until she transferred to UCLA and connected with the Slavic languages
department and the Russian Flagship Program that she went head over heels. She took Russian classes.
She spent a summer studying in Moscow. Her Russian improved. She came back, spent another year at
UCLA working toward her major in political science. She took more classes in Russian. She picked up a
$20,000 scholarship and is now spending a full year in Russia, studying and doing research.
Consuls in school foreign languages plea
(BBC)
Last month, the British Council Scotland revealed an 80% decline in language assistants in six years.
Now, Edinburgh Consuls General of France, Germany, Spain, Italy and China have joined forces to
stress the importance of native-speaking teachers. The diplomats warned that to increase global trading,
Scotland needed to be serious about modern languages.
For Afghan Woman, Justice Runs Into Unforgiving Wall Of Custom
(New York Times)…Alissa J. Rubin
When the Afghan government announced Thursday that it would pardon a woman who had been
imprisoned for adultery after she reported that she had been raped, the decision seemed a clear victory
for the many women here whose lives have been ground down by the Afghan justice system. But when
the announcement also made it clear that there was an expectation that the woman, Gulnaz, would agree
to marry the man who raped her, the moment instead revealed the ways in which even efforts guided by
the best intentions to redress violence against women here run up against the limits of change in a
society where cultural practices are so powerful that few can resist them, not even the president. Gulnaz’s
case shows the power of cultural norms. On the one hand, the public campaign for the woman prompted
the pardon, which ensures that she will be able to bring up her daughter outside prison. On the other
hand, the fact that the only imaginable solution to the situation of a woman with an illegitimate child is to
have her marry the father — even if he is a rapist — is testament to the rigid belief here that a woman is
respectable only if she is embedded within a family.
True untranslatability
(The Economist)…Johnson
ROMAN JAKOBSON, a linguist, is credited with the notion that languages differ not so much in what they
can express as what they must express. The common trope that language X has no word for Y is usually
useless (it usually means language X uses several words instead of one for Y). But languages do differ

significantly in what they force speakers to express, something Lera Boroditsky talks about often in
support of the "linguistic relativity" hypothesis.
Now’s the time to press for Arabic
(Arab News)…Abdul Hannan Tago
King Abdullah International Prize for Translation was launched five years ago, and recently, a grand
ceremony took place in Beijing to distribute the prizes among this year’s award winners. The prize has
established itself in the category of top awards for translation at the international level through its success
in attracting major universities, academic institutions, and the best translators from all over the world. This
and other Saudi initiatives send across a clear message to the international community that the country is
open for cultural exchange and dialogue in the interest of promoting understanding through languages
and translations.
Pak-Iran Gas Project: More job opportunities for Persian speaking Pakistanis
(Associated Press of Pakistan)
Pak-Iran gas pipeline project will specifically bring employment opportunities for those Pakistanis who
have knowledge of Persian language. Iranian government is planning to offer more relaxations to attract
Pakistani students, considering demand of Persian-speaking workers after completion of Pak-Iran gas
pipeline project. This was stated by Dr Ghahraman Solamani, Iranian Cultural Counsellor and Chairman
Iran-Pakistan Institute of Persian Studies, Islamabad, in a meeting with Maj Gen Masood Hassan, Rector
National University of Modern Languages (NUML) along with Head of Persian Language Department Dr
Mehar Noor Muhammad Khan on Thursday.
Law requires kids to take more Chamorro classes
(Kuam News)…Krystal Paco
If you're a Chamorro language teacher or looking to become one, the Department of Education wants
you. Thanks to Public Law 31-45, DOE is required to expand the language and culture curriculum for
Guam's native tongue, and as such the agency will need an additional 25 Chamorro language teachers
within the next two years. The new law changes the middle school Chamorro language requirement from
one to three years and the high school requirement from one to two years.
Uncle Sam is looking for educators
(Washington Post)…Derrick T. Dortch
The federal government may offer opportunities for some unemployed educators. The Department of
Defense Education Activity is a fully operating school system that provides education to the children of
military personnel and Department of Defense civilian personnel. It operates 194 schools in 14 districts in
12 foreign countries, seven states, Guam and Puerto Rico. Among the states are Alabama, Georgia, New
York, North Carolina and South Carolina; the foreign countries include England, Germany, Italy, Portugal,
Spain, Japan and South Korea. Under the Army’s Training and Doctrine Command there is the Defense
Language Institute Foreign Language Center, which focuses on foreign language training for the military,
select DoD civilians and other government agencies. It has more than 1,700 instructors, and the center is
hiring.

