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DEPUTY UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR

MILITARY PERSONNEL POLICY

SUBJECT: Policy and Procedural Update for the Disability Evaluation System (DES)
Pilot Program

References: (a) DoDD 1332.18, "Separation or Retrrement for Physical Disab1Jity,"
dated November 4, 1996

(b) DoDI 1332.38, "Physical Disability Evaluation," dated
November 14,1996

(c) Directive-Type Memorandum, Subject: Policy Guidance for the
Disability Evaluation System and Establishment of Recurring, dated
May 3,2007.

(d) Policy and Procedural Directive-Type Memorandum (DIM) for the
Disability Evaluation System (DES) Pilot Program, dated
November 21,2007

(e) Directive-Type Memorandum (DTM) on Implementing Disability­
Related Provisions of the National Defense Authorization Act of 2008
(Pub L. 110-181), dated March 13, 2008

(f) Policy Memorandum on Implementing Disability-Related Provisions of
the National Defense Authorization Act of 2008 (Pub L. 110-181),
dated October 14, 2008

nus policy memorandum establishes the scope, policy, responsibilities, and
implementing instructions for the Disability Evaluation System (DES) Pilot. The
guidance contained herein complements updates and supplements references (a) through
(f). The DES Pilot will test an enhanced process designed to deljver faster, more
consistent disability evaluations and compensation to wounded, ill and injured Service
members and veterans. The attached guidance applies only to the DES Pilot.
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