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The Joint FAO Program at the Naval Postgraduate School (NPS) in Monterey, CA is pleased to announce the pilot issue of Joint FAO Proceedings, a quarterly magazine intended to stimulate bold professional thinking and enrich dialogue across the FAO community, while adding to the corpus of professional knowledge that we share as a common heritage.   

Each issue of Joint FAO Proceedings will feature 15-20 analytical essays written by and for FAOs addressing emerging regional trends or that focus on issues related to the professionalization of the Joint FAO community.  Joint FAO Proceedings is published in digital format and will be distributed via FAOweb.  Non-FAOweb users with .gov or .mil email accounts may request email subscriptions on a case-by-case basis by contacting editorjfp@nps.edu.  A limited number of hard copies of the journal will also be made available for traditional format distribution to select policy-makers and U.S. DoD leadership.   

These are just a sample of some of the issues addressed by essays in this issue of Joint FAO Proceedings:

· The Relevance of Colonial Theories
· This is not the NATO of our Fathers
· Defining Thai-ness in the 21st Century
· The Ungoverned Spaces of Guatemala
· Crossover: A China Specialist in Africa
· Security Cooperation-Plus: Lessons of Colombia
· Decoupling Foreign Policy and Engagement
· Got Guanxi? A Key to Building Relationships
· Gathering Medical and Health Intelligence
· Surge Force: Reserve Foreign Area Officers
· Guard Support for Civil Military Operations
· Training and Educating the Future Africanist
· Retired Foreign Area Officers as Strategic Scouts

For every essay published in the Joint FAO Proceedings, there is an accompanying discussion forum on FAOweb that will provide you an opportunity to share your thoughts with the authors and your FAO colleagues.  You are also welcome to send comments directly to the Editor (editorjfp@nps.edu) for inclusion in the forthcoming Letters to the Editor section (See the letter submission guidelines on page 3 of this issue).

In each issue of Joint FAO Proceedings, you’ll also find news about the Joint FAO Program’s Phase II courses and updates about new features coming to FAOweb.  Future issues Joint FAO Proceedings will provide useful tips and strategies for making the most of FAOweb’s many features, as well as expert strategies for maximizing your foreign language proficiency.  

Perhaps one of the most interesting features in Joint FAO Proceedings is the FAOs around the Globe section (see pages 32-35 of the current issue).  This section is intended to give FAOs a chance to share their own photos and stories as a way to raise awareness about the many ways FAOs around the world are working to advance U.S. national security interests.  We look forward to sharing more of your photos and stories in future issues.  You can submit them to editorjfp@nps.edu ; however, please ensure that any photos you submit are accompanied by a photo release form – see attached) and that stories related to official duties have been cleared for FOUO release.
 
Special Edition: Call for Essays
(Deadline 1 October)


We will be publishing a special issue of the Joint FAO Proceedings this fall to address the perennial question of whether or not FAOs are worth the tremendous investment in time and resources.  The intent is not to rehash the same old arguments about single-track vs. dual-track systems, but rather to dig a little deeper into what it means to be a professionalized community and to explore the individual and collective expectations for those who claim membership.  Questions to be explored might include:

1) Is FAO just another word for attaché or security assistance officer?
2) What does it mean to be a professional community and is the Joint FAO community one?
3) What are the “value-added” measures by which FAOs, both individually and collectively, should be evaluated by their services, as well as by their peers? In short, are FAOs worth the investment?
4) Why do the contributions of FAOs seem to remain undervalued (or overvalued) more than a decade after 9/11?
5) What skills do FAOs need most to meet the expectations of Commanders and policy-makers…and are FAOs trained and equipped properly to meet those expectations?
6) Should FAOs be subject to re-certification or de-certification?
7) How can FAOs better share their experience, knowledge and wisdom with their peers and those coming up behind them?

We are particularly interested in well-researched, well-written, persuasive articles that espouse a perspective that differs from conventional or doctrinal views or that pose innovative and creative approaches for addressing the many opportunities and challenges that the FAO community will face in the next decade.   Do you have something to say?  We look forward to hearing from you!

You can find the author submission guidelines attached. 

Please contact editorjfp@nps.edu for more information.
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