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WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301-1200

LTH AFFAIRS ®» 4 AUG 1987

MEMORANDUM FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE ARMY (M&RA)
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE NAVY (M&RA)
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE (R)

SUBJECT: Opiate Urinalysis Testing Levels

Ty
* References: (a) ASD (HA) Memorandum, dated 23 September 1986,
subject as above

(b) ASD(HA) Memorandum, dated 23 April 1985,
"Transportation of Specimens and Drug Urinalysis
Testing and Retesting Levels"

(c) ASD(HA) Memorandum, dated 22 May 1987, "Review
of Urine Specimens Reported Positive for
Morphine"

Recent evidence regarding specimens tested for opiates
suggests that the testing levels established by references (a)
and (b) may have permitted the identification'of individuals who
have consumed normal quantities of poppy seeds as positive for

//&\ - morphine. Reference (c) requested the Services to review all
' positive morphine results and to take corrective action where
there was no additional evidence to support opiate abuse.

To avoid the continued identification of individuals as
positive for morphine who may have consumed poppy seeds, the
following testing levels are established:

Initial Test Level (ng/mi)

Morphine (DPC Test Kit) 25
Morphine (Roche Abuscreen) 300

Confirmatory Test Level (ng/ml)

6-monoacetylmorphine (Heroin) 10
Codeine 2000
Morphine : 4000

The development of a gas chromatography/mass spectrometry
(GC/MS) procedure to test for the presence of 6-monoacetyl-
morphine (MAM) allows one to distinguish between a previous
intake of heroin as opposed to an ingestion Of morphine, codeine,




. 4
or poppy seeds since only heroin is initially metabolized to MAM

and then to morphine. When the concentration of one of the
7 drugs/metabolites is above the confirmatory test level, 1t 1is
A permitted to also report the presence of one of the other
drugs/metabolites using the limit of detection of the analytical
procedure for those substances.

These new levels are effective immediately. Each Service
shall ensure that its laboratories validate their procedures at
these levels. The Armed Forces Institute of Pathology shall
adjust the concentration of its spiked open and blind proficiency
testing samples, as appropriate.
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